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Tax following Abridgement is carefully taken from the Report 
printed by Order of the Houſe of Commons, in May, 17993 to 
which the proper References are here made. | | 
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df Events, 
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SHORT ABSTRACT OF THE EVIDENCE 


\ 


GIVEN BEFORE THE 


COMMITTEE ON THE COPPER TRADE; 


WITH OBSERVATIONS. 


On the Part of the Birmingham 
Manufacturers. 


Mx. GEORGE SIMCOX, p. 2. 

Said he was deputed to repreſent 
to his Majeſty's Miniſters, the great 
diſtreſs of the trade of Birmingham, 
for many years paſt, from the great 


Auctuation in the price of copper, 


and its embarraſſments from the late 
alarming and unexampled advance, and 
to requeſt clauſes to be introduced 
into the. Bill before Parliament, for 


regulating the export and import of 


copper. 


That from the fluctuations of price, 
the Manufacturer had no data to 
form his calculations upon, and that 
if copper had advanced as it had 
done the laſt year, he muſt not only 
ſink the whole of his profit, but a 


part of his capital, and endanger the 


ſale of Birmingham goods in foreign 
markets, as foreign manufacturers 
would be able to underſell them. 


B 5 


Obſervations, &c, 
Fluctuations in the prices of raw 
materials have exiſted, and muſt al- 
ways exiſt in proportion to the pro- 
duce, demand, and conſumption of the 
article, | 


Mr. Williams, in his evidence, 


(p. 66) proves that copper was much 


higher 70 or 80ayears ago than it is 
at preſent, perhaps more than tre- 
ble, according to the relative value of 
3 


They never had or could have any 
ſuch data; for this, like all other 
raw materials, has always fluctuated 
and muſt continue to fluctuate, more 
or leſs, as already obſerved. 


Birmingham was always underſold 
by foreigners in a variety of articles, 
but thoſe are unimportant. | 


® 


* ; 


: E 


Mx. GgoR OCE Simcox. 3 

The Bill, as it then ſtood, they 
were afraid, would increaſe their diſ- 
treſs, as it went to empower Govern- 
ment only to import copper duty free, 
and therefore, that the perſons in- 
tereſted in the copper trade of this 
country, would indemnify themſelves 
by a higher charge on the manufac- 


_ turers., 


From 1771 to 1784, the average 
ſtandard of ore fold in Cornwall, 
was about 711. per ton; and that he 
believed a contract was entered into 
at a ſtandard of 7ol. per ton, for three 
years. p. ©. 


The conſumption of the town of 
Birmingham in 1792, he ſtated to be 
from 1500 to 2000 tons, and that 
now it was not above 1000. 


That the price which manufac- 
turers can afford to pay for copper in 
this country, muſt depend upon the 
price to which it is raiſed abroad. 
In 1790 it was thought to be cheaper 
abroad; in 1792, it was ſo to his 
knowledge. p- 9. 


That it was in the power of any 
purchaſer, who had a ſtrong intereſt 
in the high price of copper, to ad- 
vance it as he pleaſed, 


The number of hands employed in 
the manufactures of Birmingham, he 
| ſuppoſed to be from 5000 to 6000, ex- 
cluſive of thoſe employed in raiſing 
coals, &c, | p. 10. 


Obſervations, &c. 

This conjecture muſt be founded on 
the ſuppoſition that copper can be 
furniſhed abroad cheaper than in Eng- 
land. The contrary is the fact, as 


is clearly aſcertained by Mr. Gren- 


fell, (app. No. 32). D. 


No ſuch contract ever exiſted. 


This ſtatement is much exagger- 
ated, as proved by Mr. Williams, 
(p. 68) and by Mr. Bolton, in his 
letter to Mr. W. p. 70, 


Mr. Grenfell clearly proves the re- 
verſe to be the fact, vide app. No. 32. 


For this abſurd and unfounded 41 : 


ſertion, no explanation is even at- 
tempted to be given. 


It is proved that ten times the num- 
ber are employed in the mines. 
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Ma. Groß E SIMCOX. 

He had never been immediately 
concerned in importing foreign cop- 
per, and was not acquainted with the 
price in foreign markets; and not 


being an exporter, he knew nothing 


of the effects of variations in the 
courſe of exchange, on the export 
of the manufactures of Birming- 


ham. 9-440 


The home trade of Birmingham, 
he conceived to be nearly Hationary. 


The general market price of cake 


copper, in 1792, was 1ool, per ton 
at Birmingham, and he believed it 
could have been purchaſed in Sweden, 
at that time, at about 811. per ton. 


Obſervations; De. = 
| Yet in his mode of reaſoning on 
the ſubject, he aſſumes a complete 
knowledge both of exports and in- 


ports. 


The general trade of Birmingham 
is proved to be reduced nearly one 
half, chiefly owing to the war, which 
muſt alſo have affected the home 
trade, from the reduced number of 


.- new | buildings in which the braſs 


foundery goods are principally con- 
ſumed, 


The account produced and authen- 


ticated by Mr. Grenfell, (app. 32.) n 


proves that Swediſh cake copper 
coſt 811, 3s. IId. per ton, in 1789, 
and upon that there was an advance 
of 37 per cent. in 1792, which raiſed 
it to 1121, and upwards, a difference 
of more than 3ol. per ton, in the 
two calculations, 


To whoſe teſtimony, on this part 


of the evidence, credit is to be given, 
it is ſcarcely neceſſary to ſay.—Mr, 
Grenfell for many years has been in 
the habit of importing copper, and 
of conſtant foreign correſpondence on 
the ſubject: Mr, Simcox admits he 


never was an importer, and never 


had any foreign correſpondents, 
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Mx. Grone SIMCOX. 


This he believed from a pro forma 
invoice from Hull, ſtating, that a ton 


of cake copper could then have been 


ſhipped at Stockholm, for 811. 28. 
Iod. for which price he expected“ 
to receive copper of ſuch a quality 
as would anſwer the ſame purpoſe as 
the Engliſh copper, for which he 
paid 100]. per ton. 


The annual produce of Sweden, 


he ſtated to be about 1000 tons, 500 
of which were uſed for their own 
manufactures, and the remainder ex- 


ported. 


3 


Obſervations, c. 722 
Little credit is to be given to a 


pro forma invoice—it is well known 
they are frequently contrived and 
fallacious—the ſtatement of this pro 
forma account is, however, com- 
pletely diſproved by the authentic do- 
cuments produced by Mr. Grenfell, 
as above, and it may be ſuſpected 
that this invoice referred to 1789, 
and not to 1792, for it was not pro- 
duced. | 


* In this expectation he certainly 


would have been diſappointed, be- 


cauſe the Swediſh copper, when im- 


ported here, muſt always be refined 
over again, 


Sweden, then, according to this ac- 
count, had only 500 tons for exporta- 
tion, and the conſumption of Birming- 
ham, this witneſs ſtated to be from 
1500 to 2000 tons annually ; the faR, 
however, is, that Sweden cannot now 
export 200 tons, and that at a price 
far higher than in England—he has 
not thewn that copper can be procured 
in any other foreign country at any 
Price. 


It is alſo a fact, and worthy of ob- 
ſer vation, that Sweden, in the greateſt 
proſperity of its copper mines, never 
produced more than 1200 tons per 


annum, even when it ſupplied all the 


copper uſed in England, previous to 
the diſcovery of our own copper 
mines. It appears, from authentic 
documents, that copper could not 
| then 


+ mm oa 
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Mr. GEORGE SIMCOX. 


He could not preciſely ſay, what 
price the manufacturers could afford 
to pay for copper in the ore, with- 
out injury to the trade of Birming- 
ham, as it muſt depend on the price 
at which copper is raiſed abroad, but 
admitted that there muſt be a differ- 
ence made, according to the places 
of delivery, extent of credit, riſks 
thereon, and large ſtocks on hand, 


Ma. MaTTHEw BOLTON. 

i p. I4. 
Stated, that he was afraid many of 
the Birmingham manufacturers muſt 
either abandon their trades or more 
than their profits: that buttons and 
braſs foundery conſumed by much 
the greateſt quantity of copper.—He 
himſelf had been a very conſiderable 


x4 


button manufacturer for 40 years, 
and abandoned it on account of the 
reduced profits, in favour of two 
young men bred in his manufactory, 
who afterwards declined it for the 
ſame reaſon, 


5 


) 


_ Obſervations, &c, 
then be imported into England, from 
Sweden, at leſs than 2001, per ton, 
ſometimes conſiderably more. In 
thoſe days, money was more than 
double its preſent value, 


This, even according to Mr. Sims 
cox, is a farther proof that the price 
of copper abroad ſhould govern that 
here, as in fact it always did, and muſt 


continue to do, if the copper trade is 


left as it ought to be, free and un- 


abandoned his trade, 


ſhackled, 


—— ——— A ee en ene ene nn 


Obſervations, &c. 
Unſupported aſſertions prove no- 
thing. Mr. B does not ſay that any 
Birmingham manufacturer has yet 
or ſacrificed 
more than his profits. His relin- 
quiſhing the export button trade, is 
readily accounted for, from the eſtab- 
liſhment of fimilar manufactories 
abroad, and the prohibitions. 


But is the employment and proſ- 
perity of thouſands of our fellow ſub. 
jects, ſupported by capitals of many 
millions, to be brought into queſtion 


or hazard, becauſe, after a decreaſe 


of trade in Birmingham for 7 or 8 
years, to be naturally expected from 
public 


Ma. MaTTHEw BOoLTON. 


That the Birmingham manufac- 
turers might go on at a profit, if they 


6 


could get copper from 1o0l. to 105. 


per ton. 


He knew no particular reaſon for 
the low price of copper, from 1785 
to 1792, but the Birmingham ma- 
nufacturers conſumed more copper 
annually, from 1790 to 1792, than in 
any former year. 


Admitted it to be impoſſible that any 
combination had taken place, or 


could take place on the part of the 


miners, for the purpoſe of raiſing the 
price of copper. p. 15. 


He admitted that the conſumption 
of copper in Birmingham had con- 
ſiderably increaſed within the laſt 
year and a half, owing to the copper 
coinage ſolely. ; 


That copper goods, particularly 
buttons, braſs foundery, and other 
articles, are now made cheaper abroad 
than at Birmingham, ariſing, partly 
from the high price of copper here, 
and the price of labour being cheaper 
in foreign countries. p. 16. 


other toys. 


Obſervations, Cc. 
public events, an individual is become 
ſuddenly afraid, that, from the high 
price of copper, many of the manu- 
facturers muſt abandon their trades 
or more than their profits. | 


The manufacturers of Birming- 
ham can always go onat profit, when 
copper is not dearer here than in the 
foreign markets. 


The Birmingham manufacturers 
are not ſuppoſed to have conſumed 
more than 1200 tons in either of 
thoſe years, according to the evidence 
of thoſe who are well informed on 
the ſubject. 


This is an admiſſion of a fact, 
which the preceding witneſs had 
taken ſo much pains to miſrepreſent. 


Our Government muſt have oc- 
caſioned this. 


This country was furniſhed with 
thoſe articles from thg continent long 
before our copper mines were diſ- 
covered. The manufactures of Bir- 
mingham then conſiſted chiefly of 
iron, ſteel, and tin articles, and 
For the introduction 
of braſs goods, they are indebted to 
the old Briſtol Company, who were 

the 


. 


we 


18 
E 
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Mr. MaTTHEw BoLTON. 


* 


That one or two of the mines in 
which he had been concerned had 
yielded conſiderable profit, but, upon 
the whole, it had been a ling con- 


7 


cern to him as a ſimple proprietor— 


as an enginer, he had derived conſi- 
derable profit. 


He could not conceive that a ſet 
of adventurers would go on from year 


to year without profit. 


He knew perſons in Cornwall, 


| who began with very ſmall fortunes, 


who had now become very opulent. 


15. 
That he was not acquainted with 


the ſtate of the copper mines in' 


foreign countries, but mentioned the 
various places from which he con- 
ceived copper could be procured. 


By opening the ports he was of 
opinion that copper might in time 


be obtained, but a ſpeedy ſupply he 


thought could not be obtained. That 
copper to the extent of 200 tons, 
might be annually procured from 
Ireland, if the duty on the importa- 
tion of ore was taken off. 


Obſervations, &c. 
the firſt braſs makers in this coun- 
try; at that time the price of copper 


in England was 140l. per ton, (vide 
Mr. William's evid. p. 65. 


Labour has always been cheaper in 
foreign countries than in England. 


He afterwards admits they did. 


He might alſo have truly ſtated, 


that many perſons in Cornwall have 


1:/t fortunes by adventuring in the 


mines. He has admitted that the 
fortunes accquired in Birmingham, 
all aroſe from ſmall beginnings. 


Mr. B. does not mention at what 
frice the copper could be procured, 
though he muſt know that the article 
is far dearer abroad than in England ; 
and as long as that is the caſe we 
muſt not loox for foreign copper. 


The Engliſh miners do not object to 
the importation of Iriſh ores duty free. 


Mx. MaTTHEw BoLToN. 

He did not know the proportion 
the manufactured goods exported bore 
to thoſe uſed for home conſumption, 
not having been concerned in the 
home trade, and cannot tell the 
value of the goods exported. 

: | p. 18. 
That he uſed formerly to export 
great quantities of buttons to Peterſ- 
burgh, but does not now export 
2th part, owing to the eſtabliſhment 
of a button manufactory there, and 
to the prohibitions which are now 
more rigidly enforced than formerly. 


This manufactory was eſtabliſhed 
by Engliſhmen, and fome Englith 
manufacturers are employed in it. 


Admitted the exports to France 
and Italy, before the war, to have 
been eſtimated at one quarter of the 
whole of thoſe articles in which cop- 
per is uſed, | 


Stated the variations of the prices 


of Zink and copper uſed in the Bath 

metal buttons. For zink, he had 

paid from 451. to 1001. per ton, and 
for copper, from 7ol. to 120]. 

| p. 19. 

That the effect of lowering the 

price of copper, by opening the 

5 


( 8 


Obſervations, &c. 


- 


Though he had been an CPE 
for forty years / 


This naturally enough accounts 
for his relinquiſhing the button 
trade. It can have no reference 
whatever to the price of copper. 


Engliſh artifls, it is underſtood, 


are now to be employed at Peterl- | 3 

burgh, by authority of Parliament, 1 
in the erection of a mint, the pa- b 

ratus of which, may probably furniſh | 
them with the means of enabling 4 
all the manufaQtures of Birmingham, * 
in that country, to the total excluſion nl 


of our own trade. 


This proves the decreaſe of the | f 


trade complained of, to have been 


occaſioned by the war; no other rea- 3 


ſon is here attempted to be given. 


This alſo proves the great 1 e 1 


tions in the price of zink, as well 


as of copper. 


This opinion, however juſt, is not 
eaſily to be reconciled with his avowed 
Ignorance 
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Ma. MaTTHEW BOLTON. 
ports would certainly depend on the 
price it bears abroad. 


Did not know the price of copper 
on the continent, but that he had 
bought a very few tons of Swediſh 
copper at 841. within the laſt twelve 
months, not fine copper he believed, 
but pr:ze copper. p. 20. 


That in 1787, copper was very 


low in price, and low in demand, 
and was a loſing concern to almoſt 
every mine in Cornwall. 


That cake copper was bought in 
Birmingham, in 1788, at 74d, per 
lb, 


Admitted that many mines, have 
been carried on for many years at a 
/oſs, and that great expenſe muſt be 
incurred in putting a deep mine to 
work. That North Downs mine 
required near 60,000]. and that the 
expenſe will depend upon the time 
that the mine has been ſtopped, and 
in proportion to its depth. p. 21. 
Du. 22; 
That if all other circumſtances 


were equal, we might defy rivalry 


on the continent, but with labour 
cheaper and the raw material cheaper, 
there is no doubt but in time they 
might rival us, 


'C 
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Obſervations, &c. 
ignorance of the price of copper on 
the continent, which he takes only 


on the authority of vague correſpon- 


dence. 


None but Roſette copper has ever 
been imported here from Sweden, 


which loſes at leaſt 10 per cent. in 


refining. 


It is not eaſy to reconcile this with 
the former part of his evidence, where 
he ſays, great fortunes are made by 
the mines. 


It is poſſible that ſome ſmall quan- 
tity might have gone for that price, 


but it muſt have been of very inferior 


ſerved. 


quality. 


In the former part of his evidence, 
(Report, p. 17.) Mr. B. cannot 
conceive © that adventurers would 
go on from year to year, without 
being encouraged to go on by the 
profits they receive.” Here, how- 
ever, he is perfectly right, 


Here Mr. B. ſeems to aſſume that 
the raw material is cheaper on the 


continent than in England, when he 


knows, or ought to know, the con- 
trary to be the fact; labour has al- 
ways been cheaper, as already ob- 


92 9 bs 
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Ms. MaTTHEw BoLToON. 

That the capitals of the Birming- 
ham manufacturers cannot be called 
large capitals, being from Iool. to 
6 or 7000]. All the great manufac- 
turers he had ever known had began 
the world with very ſmall capitals, 
but to eſtabliſh large and powerful 
manufactories, he admitted, required 
large capitals ; and that in Germany 
a great many cotton mills, which 
require large capitals, have been 


eſtabliſhed. 


T hat in ſome places in Germany, 


where manufactories which rival 
thoſe of Birmingham are eſtabliſhed, 
Engliſh goods are prohibited-—they are 
alſo prohibited in the Emperor's do- 
minions, and high duties are impoſed 
on them in Pruſſia. 


He could not recollect the price of 
copper in Birmingham, in January, 


February, and March 1799, having 


no memorandum in his pocket, and 
did not know the quantity of copper 
neceſſary for the ſupply of the home 
market. 
p. 24. 
That he is engaged in a contract 
for furniſhing the preſent copper 
coinage ; in his agreement there was 
no contract for his furniſhing the 
copper, but for the coinage, and the 
incidental expences attending it, he 


has four-pence per lb. 


Obſervations, c. 

This is a proof that their profits 
have been great, or an intimation, that, 
when their capitals are not ſufficient 
to carry on their trade, they ought 
to be ſupported at the expenſe of the 
mining intereſts of the country. A 


Do not thoſe prohibitions, added to 
the loſs of the trade to France and Ita- 
ly, by the war, as he has before ſtated, 
prove the cauſe of the reduced ex- 
ports of Birmingham. The price of 
copper has nothing to do with it. 


His memory is more accurate 
when ſpeaking of periods more re- 
mote; he could ſtate the old prices 
many years back without the aſſiſtance 
of a memorandum | 


Other manufacturers of Birming- 
ham would have done it at half this 
price, 
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Mz. MAT THEW BOLTON. 

That one of the principles of the 
coinage was to make a coincidence be- 
tween our weights and our money, 
viz, to make one penny—one 9unce. 


That it was at laſt propoſed to 


| | him to furniſh copper at 1081. per 


ton, which propoſition he accepted, 
and at Chriſtmas laſt it was agreed to 


2X advance it to 1121. 


The coinage began about the be- 
ginning of July 1797, and in all, he 


IT $ated, he had coined, and contracted 


to coin, 1250 tons of copper. p. 25. 


Obſervations, &c. 

The abſurdity of this principle, as 
it is called, has ſince been ſeen and 
abandoned, the halfpence of the laſt 
new coinage do not weigh near half 
an ounce. | 

The following ſtatement of the 
expenſe of this copper coinage to the 
public, will ſhew the /o/:4 advantages 
derived by the contractor, notwith- 
ſtanding his heavy complaints of the 
high price of copper : 


1 


Allowance per ton for coinage 37 6 8 


Other allowances per do. 4 
41 6 8 
All which worth only 20 


Ren 21 6 8 


which, on 1250 tons, makes an extra 
profit, for the contractor, of the ſum 
of 26,0711. 138. 4d. over and above 
the fair wages at which ſome of the 
moſt ingenious and reſpectable Bir- 
mingham manufacturers could have 
undertaken the work, and have per- 
formed it in every reſpect as well as 


Mr. B. 


Much might here be ſaid on the 
ſubject of the late and preſent copper 
coinage, which is here omitted, as 
no evidence further than the quantity 
coined, and the price paid, was 
brought before the committee. 


C2 


Mr. MaTTHEw BoLTON: 
P- 27- 
The price of copper at Hamburg, 
in January 1799, he ſtated to be 


123]. 198. per ton, and produced a let- 


ter from Stockholm, dated 8th Febru- 
ary 1799, ſtating, © that his correſpon- 


- dents there hoped to be able to furniſh 


him, in June or July, Ob 20 to 30 
tons of copper.“ 


He alſo produced a letter from 
Hamburg, ſtating, That at that 
time copper was much demanded for 
England, and that there was no poſ- 
ſibility of making any contracts far 
monthly or quarterly ſupplies.” 


Admitted the information he gave 
to Mr. Williams, as ſtated in his evi- 
dence (p. 70, 71.), but ſaid he re- 
ceived it from his own clerł. 


Concluded with ſtating, that he was 
not a manufacturer of the articles 
there mentioned, nor à judge of the 
price of them, 


Mx. SAMUEL SMITH, 


p. 28, 


States, That he is a merchant of 


Birmingham, and exports chiefly the 


manufaEtures of that town: That the 
ſtate of them never was worſe, which 
he aſcribes principally to the war, 


Obſervations, Ic. 


A quantity too inconſiderable to 
merit notice. 


Another proof of the ſcarcity of 
copper abroad. 


This clerk, it is well known, was 
Mr. B's confidential manager, and 
had been ſo for many years, he muſt, 
therefore, have had the belt informa- 
tion on the ſubject. 


Though he has before ſtated (p. 14.) 
that he had been a manufacturer for 
forty years! 


Olſervations, Ic. 


That is, unqueſtionably, the truth. 
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Mx. SAMUEL SMITH. 

Being put in mind of the high price 
of copper, he ſays, It is prejudicial in 
common articles in which copper and 
braſs are uſed, viz. common braſs 
buckles, copper buckles, braſs and cop- 
per thimbles, buttons, locks, door 
furniture, and copper tobacco boxes. 


Being again reminded of the high 


3 


price of copper, he ſtates, that it may 


enable foreigners to meet the Bir- 


mingham manufacturers; and that 
they are now able to underſel at Nu- 
remberg, and other places in Ger- 
many. 


That an advance of 10 per cent. 
would conſiderably affect the ſale at 
foreign markets in comm on low 
priced articles. 

That in the year 1790, they were 
able to underſel foreigners; and that 


— 


various articles are ſold cheaper at the 


places where they are manufactured 
than at Birmingham. 


P- 29. 

That the fuctuation of the prices of 
raw materials occaſions great incon- 
veniences, and that the foreign ar- 


tles were equal in quality to the 
Engliſh, 


That he is a merchant for the ex- 
port trade only. States the diminu- 
tion of the export to the Continent 
to be almoſt one half within the laſt 
eight years, | 


Obſervations, &c. 


Moſt of theſe articles are trifling 
and unimportant, when put in com- 
petition with the general intereſts of 
the trade. | 


It is eſtabliſned by Mr. Grenfell 
(Appen. No. 32.), that when there 
was a riſe of the price of copper in 
England, in 1792, of 10 per cent. In 
Germany, at the ſame period, it act- 
ually roſe 371. per cent. This wit- 
neſs, however, does not pretend to 
know the price of copper in Germany, 
though he ſays, generally, that it has 
been ſuch as to hurt the trade of Bir- 
mingham, 


So they always have been. 


How are fluctuations in the prices 
of raw materials to be prevented ? 
Are not theſe fluctuations as great, if 
not greater, abroad than in England ? 
And will not thoſe unavoidably affect 
the markets here, as well as there ? 


This is preciſely the period, ſince 
the commencement of the war, to 
which the decreaſe is undoubtedly 
owing _ = | 
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Mx. SAMUEL SMITH. 
That he does not know the quantity 
f articles exported from Birming- 
ham, in which we are underſold, and 
cannot even ſay what quantities were 
exported by his own houſe, but, that 
the articles in which we were under- 
fold, were equal in quality to our 
own. 


Admits, That the length of credit 
given may make a difference in favour 
of the Britiſh manufacturers. p. 30. 


That he does not know the pro- 
portion of the articles which they can 
or cannot manufacture abroad. 


That the low price of labour in 
Germany gives the manufacturers 
there a conſiderable advantage; and 
that, before the year 1790, there were 
fome inferior articles which they al- 
ways manufactured, and in-which we 
were underſold. 


; P. 31. 
That he does not know the propor- 


tion of copper manufactured for ex- 
portation, and what for home con- 
ſumption. | | 


That he cannot conceive that the 
variation in the courſe of exchange 
has materially affected the exporta- 
tion of the manufactures of Birming- 
ham. 

Refers to a letter from Aſton, King 
and Co. (Appen. No. 16.) and con- 


14 ) 


Obſervations, &c. 


Such ignorance needs no comment. 


Certainly—an obvious difference, 
but, according to Mr. Bolton's evi- 
dence, the Birmingham capitals are ſo 
ſmall, that they cannot afford long 
credits. 


An advantage which they always 
had, and muſt continue to have. 


Theſe were the articles originally 
fabricated abroad, and which even the 
ingenuity of Birmingham never could 


underſel; and foreigners ſupplied this 


country with them before they were 
manufactured in England at all, as is 
already obſerved. 


All this ignorance is very unac- 
countable ina man who ſays he has, for 
ſo many years, been a Birmingham 
merchant, exporting its manufactures. 


This letter proves, that the war, 
and not the high price of copper, has 
occaſioned the reduction of the exports. 
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MR. SAMUEL SMITH. 
cludes by ſtating the various prices of 


braſs foundery. 


0] 


Obſervations, &c. 
This ſtatement is in direct contra- 
diction to Mr. Bolton's, in his own 


hand writing. (Append. No. 36.) 


MR. WILLIAM VILLIERS, 


| 4 Magiſtrate for the Trwn of Birming- 


ham, produced Papers of the Sale of 
Ores in Cornwall. (Append. No. 7.) 


P- 32. 


States the great increaſe of the 
poor rates, from the great decreaſe of 
the trade of the town of Birmingham. 


That of 15000 houſes, only 3000 pay 
the poor rates. 


Did not know what proportion of 
the poor rates aroſe from the ſupport 
of the families of militia-men, and can- 


not Rate what part of the increaſe of 


the Birmingham poor rates, after al- 


lowing for the war, the loſs of trade 


on the Continent by prohibitions, and 
the ſcarcity of 1795 and 1796, may be 


4 fairly aſcribed to the augmented price 


of copper. 


That the proportion of empty houſes 


in Birmingham is greater now than 


in 1792: That there has been no 


1 conſiderable increaſe of buildings in 
Birmingham ſince that period; and 


that the greateſt number of houſes are 


i rated under 101. per annum, and are 
mot Charged with the poor rates, 


Obſervations, &c. 


The great increaſe of the poor rates 
is not peculiar to Birmingham ; the 
ſame calamity, we believe, has taken 
place in every manufacturing town in 
England. It took place in Birming- 
ham in the moſt flouriſhing period of 
their trade. 


This is the natural conſequence of 
ſo many perſons having enliſted in the 
army. This witneſs ſtates, That he 
has ſometimes atteſted between 20- 
and 30 in a day. 
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Ma. THomaAs HaDLEy, 
Manufacturer of Birmingham, and 
concerned in the Export Trade. 


p- 36. 


Stated, that manufactories have 
been eſtabliſhed in Frauce and Italy, 
in competition with thoſeof Birming- 
ham. He ſaw ſome of them at Paris 
in the year 1789, two of which were 
conducted by Englith artiſts from 
Birmingham; and M. de Calonne 
had offered him encouragement to 
ſettle there, which he declined. 


Did not know the extent to which 
they were carried on, but they were 
every day increaſing. He knew not 
of any decreaſe in the export of Bri- 
tiſh goods, in conſequence of the in- 
creaſe of the French manufactories. 


The exports from this country he 
believed were at their greateſt extent 
about the years 1790 and 1791, owing 


to the increaſed demand from foreign 


markets. 


That at Milan he had ſeen buttons 
and buckles, which came in compe- 
tion with ours, and diminiſhed the 
demand from this country. Did not 
know the number of manufactories 
at Milan, nor the number of hands ; 
nor the extent of the capitals em- 


ployed. 


That manufactories were eſtabliſh- 
ed at Vienna fourteen years ago by 


perſons from Birmingham, which oc 


caſioned the entire loſs of that market 
for common goods, and in a great 
meaſure for the finer, 


16 ) 


Obſervations, &c. M 

This witneſs, though he appears 
to be one of the moſt intelligent exa- | 
mined on the part of the complainants, 
has not noticed the price of the raw | 
material (copper) abroad, without 
which no braſs can be made; and, 9 
unleſs it can be ſhewn that the price | 
of that important ingredient is at a 
more moderate price abroad than in | 
this country, their whole ground of 3 A 
complaint is totally unfounded. ; 


At that period copper had riſen in 3 


t 
Germany far above the price in Eng- U ; 
land. (See Appendix, p. 32.) | 
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Ma. Thomas HADTIEV. 
| p. 37- 
That almoſt all the produce of the 


Birmingham manufactories was pro- 


hibited in Ruſſia, (tools, and braſs 
foundery excepted) about five years 
ago, previous to which immenſe 


quantities of Birmingham manufac- 


tures were exported thither, amount- 
ing, as he apprehended, to one third 
of the whole exports of Birmingham; 
and that, on the whole, our exports 


to the Continent were increaſing. 


from the year 1789 to 1792. 


That he had no doubt but capitals 
may be found in other countries for 
the eſtabliſhment of manufactories 


abroad, ſo as materially to injure the 


trade of Birmingham, though not to 
the extent of ſubverting it. 


That the decreaſe of the manufac- 
tories of Birmingham was occaſioned, 


in his opinion, by the e/tabliſhment of 


ſimilar manufactories abroad, the war, 


© he prohibitions, and the high duties. 


1 


Obſervations, c. 


This alone has taken off that pro- 
portion. 5 . 


He might have added, when they 
were interrupted by the war. 


In addition to the teſtimony of Mr. 
Hadley, which ſhews that the prohi- 
bitions in Ruſſia have diminiſhed 
the exports of Birmingham to that 
ceuntry one-third; and that the new 
manufactories eſtabliſhed in Vienna, 
have alſo materially injured the trade, 
we are to conſider the evidence of 


Mr. Bolton, who ſays, (p. 18.) that 


one-fourth of the whole trade was 


exported to France and Italy, which 
is now at an end. Theſe proportions, 
put together, amount nearly to three- 
fourths of the Birmingham trade, a 
decreaſe acknowledged to have ariſen 
from the war, and by prohibitions, 
but with which the price of Engliſh 
copper has nothing to do. 


P ˙ , 


Mx. Jos EH LANE, 
Of Molverbampton. 


p. 38. 

Imputed the diminution of the 

trade of Wolverhampton to the war ; 

and that, at preſent, they had not half 
the trade they had before the war. 


That the high price of braſs had 


not yet, in any great degree, affected 


their trade, though it may have a bad 
effect. 


T hat from the preſent low ſtate of 
their trade they cannot raiſe their 


prices. | 


P- 39. 

That the home conſumption, as 

well as the foreign, was much dimi- 

niſhed for articles of braſs. 

former, the greateſt part is uſed for 
new buildings. | 


That ſome years ago 300 tons of 
braſs were conſumed per annum at 
Wolverhampton, but not half that 
quantity in the year 1798. 


In the - 


Obſervations, Sec. 


Here it appears that the war has 
affected the trade of Wolverhampton, 
as well as that of Birmingham. 


Then they complain before they 


are injured, 


How can it be otherwiſe when ſo 
many new manufactories are eſta- 
bliſhed abroad, and encouraged by 
prohibitions againſt Engliſh goods? 


Which, of courſe, have not in- 


creaſed, but, on the contrary, many 
of thoſe begun previous to the war 
now remain unfiniſhed, and falling 
into ruins. | 


For the reaſons he has before ex- 
plained. 
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('1*) 
N. B. Meſſrs. Camac and Mills were alſo examined; but, as their 
evidence only went to ſhew the expedience of importing IX ISH OREs duty 


free, a meaſure to which the Engliſh miners do not W 8 evidence i is 
here wholly omitted. {Vide Report, p. 42.) . 


Thus ends the evidence on the part of the Birmingham manufacturers, 
who have only been able to prove that Birmingham, in common with other 
manufacturing towns, has ſuffered by the war. That copper, like every 
other raw material, has fluctuated in price, according to the demand; 
that the manufacturers would be glad to keep it always at a moderate 
and fixed price; that they had combined into mining and mercantile compa- f 
nies with that view, but that prices had riſen by fair demand, no combina- 
tion among the miners being poſſible; that a ſupply from abroad was doubt- 


| ful ; but that opening the ports might lower the price by diſcouraging our own 


miners ; and that reſtraining the exportation, by overſtocking the market, 
would ſatisfy the manufacturers and proprietors, whatever became of the nu- 
merous intereſts, the vaſt population, and that immenſe and pleaſing diffuſion 
of ſucceſsful induſtry and happineſs, which depends on the preſent condition 
of all the branches of copper mining, and the copper trade. . 
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REPORT ON THE COPPER TRADE. 


On the part of the Miners and Copper 
Dealers. 


Jonx VIyIAN, Es q. p. 44+ 

Delivered in a ſtatement, made up 
from the Corniſh mine books, for ſix 
months, to the end of F ebruary 
1799, dividing the mines into claſſes, 
(Appendix, No: 6. ) 


Obſervations, &c. 

From the profit and loſs account 
of the Corniſh copper mines, for 
thoſe ſix months, it appears that they 
produced towards refunding a capital 
employed therein of 350, 358 l. only 
69,9151. 


It alfo appears, that the profits of 
all the copper mines in Cornwall, 
for ſeven years, to the end of 1798, 
were only 42, 1681. the greater part 
of which ſum was due to Meſſrs. 
Bolton and Watt, for ſuppoſed ſav- 
ings to the miners, by their ſteam 
engines, ſo that, in fact, the mines 
have made little or no profit, from a 
capital of above 300, oool. for the laſt 
ſeven years, notwithſtanding the 
great complaints from Birmingham, 
of diſtreſſes occaſioned there by the 
ſuppoſed exceſſive high price of cop- 


per. 


( 21 7 


Joun Vivian, Esa. 
Declared it was impoſſible to name 
a general /tandard for the mines in 


Cornwall, en account of the great 


difference of their production, the 
expenſe of working them, and the 


| uncertainty of their profits. 


That the ſtandard at 90, or there- 
abouts, would ſtop as many mines as 


NY produce more than one half of the 


whole copper of Cornwall, and the 
account proved, that even at a ſtan- 
dard of 106, the mines in general 
would have been wrought to a loſs. 


That the expenſe of putting a deep 
mine to work, after being ſtopped 
for ſome time, would, in many in- 
ſtances, be ſo immenſe, that the mi- 
ners could not be indemnified for any 
price ever given for copper in his 
memory, Several of thoſe mines, 
he ſaid, would coſt 50,0001, each. 


Deſcribed the mode of ſales of the 
ores to be by ticketings or auctions, 
at which the higheſt bidder is always 
the purchater. 


That the adventurers in mines 
are under the neceſſity of ſelling 
their ores at the weekly ticketing or 


auction, to pay the current coſt of 


their mines, and that they have no 
means of e an artificial price. 


He ſtated, froma particular account, 
the principal atticles which conſti- 
tute the expenſe of working the 


Obſervations, &c. 

The term /tandard means the ſum 
agreed on per ton of ore, the ſmelting 
charge being deducted from the price 
of the ore. 


This great expenſe is fully ad- 
mitted by Mr. Bolton and the other 
witneſſes on the part of the Birming- 


ham manufacturers. 


Appendix No. 7. 


This is even admitted * Mr 
Bolton. 


It is not poſſible to have any ſtronger 
proof of the unavoidable neceſſity of 
advancing the price of copper, 


6 22 


JohN Vivian, Es q. 

mines, and the great incraaſe of their 
prices ſince 1791, from which it 
appeared, that the average riſe was 
full 50 per cent, (vide p. 45-46.) 


He ſtated alſo the 
penſe of drawing the water, to be 
from 30 to 40 per cent. 


That the current monthly expenſe 
of working North Downs mines, 
alone was 4, 400l. and upwards ; and 
of the United Mines 3,500l. and up- 
wards ; and that in the preſent ſtate of 

the deep mines, it was neceſlary to lay 
out 50,0001. in the erection of fire en- 
gines for drawing the water. | 


That the perſons moſt materially 
intereſted in the continuance of theſe 
mines, are, firſt, the mine owners, 
whoſe engines and materials would 
be of little value if the mines were 
ſtopped; next the working miners, 
who are from 5 to 6000 men, and 
from 4 to 5000 women and boys, 
the whole of their families conſiſting 
of from 3o to 40,000, beſides car- 
riers, colliers, and ſeamen, to which 
may be added the numberleſs hands 
employed in the braſs and other 
works dependent on theſe mines. 


That from 8 to 10,000 tons of 
ſhipping are conſtantly employed in 
carrying the copper ore to Wales, 
and in bringing back coals for the 
conſumption of the mines. 


increaſed ex- 


) 
Obſervations, &t. 


Appendix, No. 8. 


The whole of the hands employed 


in the Birmingham manufactories, ac- 


cording to Mr. Simcox's evidence, 
(p. 10.) amount to 5 or 6000 only, 
and it is much doubted whether there 
are ſo many. 


This is no inconfiderable nurſery 
for ſeamen-in the coaſting trade, 
which would be totally deftroyed if 
the mines were not encouraged. 
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JohN Vivian, Es. 
The coals conſumed by the fire 


engines, he eſtimated at 60,000 tons 
annually, and in ſmelting the ores 


150,000 tons more. p. 47. 


The ſtoppage of the mines, he 
conceived, would affect the whole 
trade of Cornwall —it would ſtop the 
circulation of 230,000]. per annum. 
The eſtates muſt leſſen in value, and 
the poor could not be maintained. 


That the ſtandard of ore, in 1793, 


was higher than 1051. the ſame as it 


was in September laſt. The account 
produced proves, that in March 


1793, there was a riſe from 102 to 
115, though in three months it fell 


to 75, in conſequence of the general 
derangement of public credit. And 
he is of opinion it would have con- 
tinued at the high price, if that de- 
rangement (p. 48.) had not taken 
place, becauſe the riſe of the ſtandard 
was occaſioned by the riſe of manu- 
factured copper in February 1793, 
which was then advanced from 12d. 
to 13d. per Ib. and that riſe was gra- 
dual. At that time he did not hear 
of any complaint from the manufac- 
turers, either of Birmingham, Shef- 
held, or any other place, 


He accounted for the low annual 
average of working the mines from 
their comparative deepneſs, viz.— 
that a mine of 50 fathoms deep, 
| would probably get more money at a 
ſtandard of bo, than the ſame mine 


5 


Obſervations, &c. 


This is a moſt important conſide- 
ration, when put in competition with 
the imaginary complaints of the Bir- 
mingham manufacturers. 


* 
Joann Vivian, Es q. Obſervations, &c. 
would get (ſuppoſing it to be 150 | | 
fathoms deep) at the ſtandard of 100, | . 


beſides the produce of the mines may 
in many inſtances be leſs, and the 


ore poorer in quality. 
| P- 49. n 
That moſt of the miners could This is a fact not to be diſputed, i 
have better afforded to have ſold and it is almoſt unneceſſary to ob- a 
* 2 ſtandard of 74, in the year ſerve, that the price of the ores | * 
1790, than they can at preſent at a from theſe mines muſt riſe accor- ; Lo 
ſtandard of 120. dingly. E. | 
That there is a conſiderable differ- See the preceding ſtatement of © 
ence between the expenſe of work- the great riſe in the price of the va-f th 
ing the mines at the beginning of rious materials uſed in working the 5 
1798, and the preſent time, particu- mines. BY 
larly in the articles of coals, * mi 
powder, and wages. an. 
rel 
That the Sa mines certainly 
cannot be conſidered as an infurance : | 
for the loſing mines. | = 1a 
| 3 425 


Accounted for fo large a capital All theſe hopes naturally induced = Mc 
adventurers to perſevere, notwith- i 2 or 
ſtanding their annual loſſes, and men 5 
who have entered into this line, are 4 exc 
always diſpoſed to perſevere, when ; 


being employed in mines, only from 
the hope of favourable circumſtances 
the mine may be richer, the price of 
copper higher, or, if the war was to 


ceaſe, the price of labour might be they have even a remote hope of ſuc Mw 
cheaper. ceſs. Of all others, mining is par 57, 


haps the moſt uncertain ſpeculation a the 
man can engage in, and were there 4 a” 1 
not people bred to it, ſo as to depend : ores 
on the employment as the only means 1 Un 
oſ their ſubſiſtence, Great Britain 1 
would ſoon ceaſe to be a mining 
country. 6 


3 
OO 
> 
ks 
„ 


Joan Vivian, Esd. p. 51. 


== who make a profit by the materials 
uſed in working the mines do not 
exceed one fifth or ſixth of the whole 
in capital. That they do not in this 

make a greater profit than they would 
puted, in any other trade, and that they 
o ob. 


wich the goods can be elſewhere 
accor- 3 


purchaſed. 


as traders, is a diſtint concern from 


nt off g | 
their buſineſs as adventurers. 


he va- 
g the Produced a _general ſtatement of 
the accounts of the Corniſh copper 
mines, from 1792 to 1798, incluſive, 
and ſtated the following to be the 


reſult, viz : p. 52. 


The whole of the profits, for the 
J laſt ſeven years, amount only to 
42, 1681. and that the claims of 
duced WR Mefirs. Bolton and Watt, for the uſe 
with 85 
d men 
je, are 4 
when 
of le- = 
is per- 1 
ation 2 | 3 
e there| 4 
depend 
means ] 
Britain : 
mining 


the whole profit, The coſt of 1798 
exceeded the coſt of 1796 by 
84,0001, while the ſums received for 
ores in 1798, exceed thoſe in 96 by 
57, oool. only, owing principally to 
the decreaſed richneſs of the ores. 
In 1796 the average produce of the 
ores was 114 of copper in 100 tons. 
n the laſt ſix months of 1798 it 
3 Was only 94 ; a ſtrong reaſon why 
Phe mines could not work in 1798 
the ſame ſtandard at which they 
| ould work in 93. 


E 


That the number of adventurers 


always ſupply at the loweſt prices at 


That the concerns of thoſe perſons | 


* their engines, are not far ſhort of 


6 


Obſervations, No. 


4 


Beſide the additional prices of the 
articles of expenſe, as before ſtated. 


/ 
1 * 

£78 

1 

is 
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Jon Vivian, Fse. 


T hat the number of gaining mines, 
in the laſt ſeven years, has heen to 
the loſing mines in the proportion of 
11 to 63. | 


Produced lifts of the adventurers 
in the mines of Cornwall, to prove 
that adventurers who are not 
traders go on from year to year, 
though not a profitable concern.— 
That in two mines only do traders 
hold a majority of ſhares; that the 
quantity and value of the materials 
furniſhed by ſome traders are ſo trifling 
that their profits can only compenſate 
for ſmall loſſes; and that the profits 
on the largeſt quantity of materials 


cannot compenſate for any great loſs, 


but where the trader has a very ſmall 
ſhare in the mine. Stated the num- 


ber of mines worked in Cornwall 


amounting to 70 or 80 different ad- 
ventures, and that the greater part of 
the ore had been raiſed from a very few 
of them; that the engines and ma- 


terials of an exhauſted mine cannot 


be erected in a new mine, without 
incurring a very great expenſe, 


That in the event of the preſent 
mines of Angleſea and Cornwall be- 
ing exhauſted, the general opinion in 
Cornwall is, that new mines would 
be diſcovered if proper encourage- 
ment were given to ſearch for them, 
by not reſtraining the export, &c. 
More than forty adventures of that 
ſort, he ſaid, were then. carrying on 
in Cornwall; and within the laſt fix 
months upwards of 17,0001. had been 
Expended in ſearch of new mines. 


( 26 ) + 


. Objervations, Sc. 


n 


Joun VIVIAN, Esd. 
That the keeping up the ſtandard 
would be a great encouragement to 


new adventures, and to the continu- 
ance of the preſent. 


He imputed the cauſe of the late 
riſe of the ſtandard of ores to the in- 
creaſed demand for copper, and the 


decreaſed produce of the Angleſea, 


and other European mines; the de- 
mands of ſome companies for ores, to 
enable them to fulfil contracts. 


The purchaſers for the coinage 
have alſo had great influence in 


raiſing the ſtandard, by introducing a 
competition between them and other 


companies; a fair qompetion, how- 


ever, occaſioned by their wants. 


P. 55. 


a By the ticketing papers it appears 
ed, that on the 24th of January laſt, 
ol. and upwards, was paid for ores 
by Freeman and Co. of Briſtol, On 
the 7th of February conſiderably up- 
2 wards of 1201. by the Mines Royal 
3 | and Birmingham company. On the 
XX 21K the Roſe Copper Company bought 
the far greater part at 1201. and up- 


== wards, when the witneſs received or- 


ders from Mr. Williams not to exceed 
120l. on his account, E 3 


Obſervations, &c. 

Keeping up the ſtandard would alſo 
induce perſons converſant in mining 
to lay out money in exploring other 
parts of the kingdom, where copper 
ore doubtleſs may be found ; but that 
encouragement taken away by the 
propoſed reſtrictions, the mining 
ſpirit would be damped and deſtroy- 
ed; and we muſt, conſequently, look 
to foreign countries for a ſupply of 
this valuable metal, 


He might have added the increaſed 
expenſe of working the Corniſh 
mines as another ſtriking cauſe, as 
before ſtated, 


This is an undeniable proof, that 
Mr. W. did not raiſe the price or 
graſp at the monopoly imputed to him 
in the Houſe of Commons by the ad- 


vocates for the Birmingham manufac» 


turers. 
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JohN Vivian, Esq. 


In the months of December, Ja- 


nuary, February and March laſt, 
when the great riſe took place, the 
witneſs, as agent for t he Cheadle and 
Paris Mine Company, in the three firſt 
months did not purchaſe above one- 
fourth of the quantity ſold; and in 


March not above one-eighth. 


| | 

In thoſe months there was a very 

general competition among all the 
companies. 


| p. 56. 
From the late accounts of the Cor- 


niſh ores, it appeared that the pro- 


duce in x00 tons of ore was three 
tons of copper leſs than the uſual 
average. 


Being aſked what, in his opinion, 
would be the effect on the mines and 
trade of this country if the trade in 
copper was made perfectly free, he 
anſwered, that, in his opinion, a free 
export and import of copper would 
be a meaſure, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of the copper trade, highly 
advantageous to the mining and ma- 
nufacturing intereſts of this king- 
dom. | 


Obſervations, &c. 


In this opinion Mr. Vivian is ſup- 
ported by the concurring teſtimony of 
Mr. Williams, who, it is well 
known, is the greateſt dealer in this 
kingdom; and, conſequently, the 
moſt competent judge of the effects 
of ſuch a meaſure, 
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Mn. JohN WILLIAMS, 
Ah” Agent to ſeveral of the Mines. 
2 


Stated, that the /ow landard during 
the exiſtence of the metal company, 
was the cauſe of ſtopping ſeveral of 
the mines, viz. Dalcoath, North 
Downs, Cheeſewater, and Wheal- 
towan. 


That the proportion of the labour 
in driving the levels and finking the 
ſhafts, to the general expenſe of the 
mine, is about one-fifth of the whole; 
and that if any of the mines ſhould 


q be reduced to the neceſſity of work- 
1 ing ineffectually, in twelve months 
they would ceaſe to produce any 
1 copper at all. 


That each adventure is a ſeparate 


concern, and a ſet of books is kept 
fer each. 


Ma. WILLIAMM CARN RE. 


P. 59. 
Stated the general circumſtances 


that create the increaſed expenſe of 
| Tv orking the mines, via. 


( 29 ) 


Obſervations, &c. 


Here a /ow ſtandard is proved to 
have ſtopped ſeveral of the mines, 
which afterwards occafioned an im- 
menſe expenſe to the adventurers, 
particularly in the North Downs and 
Cheeſewater mines, each of which 


coſt the proprietors upwards of 


60,000]. before they could be put 
into a working ſtate. 


- 


Mr. Bolton proves that North 
Downs coſt the proprietors about 
60,0001, and it is well known the - 
other was not leſs expenſive. 


Obſervations, &c. 


The evidence of this witneſs, who 
is an agent to ſeveral mines, affords 
another proof of the great additional 
expenſe of working the deep mines, 
an expenſe which muſt neceſſarily in- 
ereaſe as they become deeper, 


( 30) 


Ma. WILLIA CARN E. 


Firſt, the water charge. In 1791 
the Hurland mine, for which the 
witneſs is agent, wrought with two 
ſteam engines, and conſumed but 75 
weigh of coals monthly. It now 
required two more engines, and con- 
ſumed 160 weigh of coals per month. 


In 1791 they gave but 20 guineas 
a fathom to ſink their engine ſhaft ; 
they now pay 60 guineas for the ſame 


work, and their ores now are not ſo 


rich, in proportion, as they then were 


He ſtated that two mines, viz. 
Hurland and Prince George, are ſup- 
plied by the Hayle Company, who 
have no ſhare in any of the mines. 


Mx. AnprEtw Vivian, 
An Agent for Nine Mines, 


p. 59. 
Stated, That there are many mines 


in which the adventurers do nor ſup- 
ply the materials. That the preſent 
circumſtances and ſituation of many 
of them, were greatly worſe of late, 
and if the price of copper ſhould be 
lowered, ſeveral of them muſt Hop. 


Obſervations, Ee. 


A weigh of coals contains P tons, 
and conſequently 160 weigh per month 
are tons, an expenſe ſcarce credi- 
ble to Thoſe not converſant in mines, 
and very proper to be fully underſtood 
by ſuch as are diſpoſed to diſcourage 
and depreſs that ſpirit of adventure ſo 
peculiar to this country. 


Obſervations, &c. 


This witneſs completely refutes 
the inſinuations of certain individuals, 


that the Corniſh mines were ſupported ü 
by their mercantile proprietors, who . 
profited more by the fale of the ma- 


terials than they loſt in the mining 5 
branch—and his evidence is ſo amply || 
confirmed by other reſpectable wit | 


neſſes, that there cannot now remain 
the ſhado of a doubt on the ſubject. 


Ma. Anxxw Vivian. 
1 | p. 60. 
That the effect of any regulation 
| deprefling the Randard of ores, or the 
| ſpirit of adventuring, would certain- 
load ly prevent ſome perſons from going 
rage on, who are now in ſearch of copper 
e ſo mines, ſtop new mines about to be 
ſet to work, and probably alſo ſome of 
1 | the deep mines, particularly Dalcoath 
| mine, which is likely to produce a 
great quantity of copper. 


ons, 
2nth 
edi- 
nes, 


— 


Ma. WILLIAM COLLINS, 
3 | Had been a Manufacturer in Birming- 
| ham about 14 or 15 years. 

p 61. 
8 That a manufacturer, feeling him- 
I ſelf aggrieved, ought, in witnefs's 
W | opinion, to ſtate the nature and detail 
of his grievances, which he might 


Venience to his trade, namely, 


To enumerate the articles now 
manufactured abroad, &c. which were 


RW heretofore manufactured at home, diſ- 


[tinguiſhing the value of the goods, 
and the proportion of metals in each, 
and ftating the riſe, increaſe, extent, 
and decline of his trade in thoſe ar- 
ricles, by referring to the average ex- 
ortation to the Continent for as 


ining chin hi 

: many years as had come within his 
_ g novwledge, and, in his opinion, any 
Ar merchant who did not give ſuch infor- 
mai | 


pation, refuſed it from a deſire of 
encealment. 


( Þ ? 


EE 


collect and diſcloſe without incon- 


bo 


Obfervatmns, &c. 


Obſervations, &c. 


This unqueſtionably would have 
been the fair and upright mode of 
ſtating the grievances complained of. 
Inſtead of which, none of the Bir- 
mingham gentlemen examined, could. 
give any account even of their awn 
exports—what they have been, or to 
what they are reduced, except that 
Simcox and Bolton allege them ge- 
nerally to be reduced one half. Yet 
Mr, B. admits the loſs by prohibitions 
abroad, to be nearly equal to that re- 
duction, 


— 


632) 
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Pascoz GREZVTEIL, ESQ. 


p. 62. 

Stated, That he had been acquaint- 

ed with the copper trade in foreign 
markets ſince the year 1785. 


After mentioning the countries 
abroad, where copper is raiſed, the re- 
ſult was, that the only places from 
whence any conſiderable ſupply of 
copper could be obtained, were Swe- 
den, Cadiz, and Smyrna. 
; | p. 63. 

Delivered in an account of the 
prices of copper abroad at different 
periods, for 5, 7, and 10 years, with 
the prices of Britiſh copper in Eng- 
land, during the ſame period. Vide 
Appendix, No. 32.) | 


| Read a letter from his correſpon- 
dent in Sweden, dated 14th June 
1796, by which it appeared, that Swe- 
den then produced about 800 tons of 
copper, of which one third is made 
into braſs in the country, about 70 
tons uſed for home conſumption, and 
the remainder exported. 4 


l He ſtated, that the mines in Swe- 
den are worked partly by Goverg- 
ment, 

4 


Obſervations, Se. 


The whole of the important evi- 


dence of this witneſs is founded on 
unqueſtionable documents obtained in 


the courſe of his correſpondence with 
foreign merchants of the firſt reſpect- 
ability. 


This account proves the prices to 


have been higher abroad than in this 
country, in contradiction to the data 
attempted to be maintained by the 


evidence produced on the part of the 


Birmingham manufacturers. Theſe 


gentlemen, in fact, proved their own 


incompetency to form an opinion on 
the ſubject, as they acknowledged 
that they had never imported any fo- 
reign copper, and they had only te 
truſt to vague correſpondence, 


He declared his opinion to be, that 
if the demand were increaſed, the 
quantity of copper from Sweden could 
not be increaſed; and his concluſion, 
upen the whole, with reſpe& to Swe- 


den, was, that the copper, exclufive 


of the duty, would be dearer to our 
manufacturers than that from our 
own mines, and it would not be in 
our power to obtain the neceſſary 


quantity; neither could we obtain 
any permanent ſupply from Spain, 


The price of copper at Conſtanti- 


rople, he ſtated to have been 130l. 
per ton on board in March laft. 


That at Stockholm, in April laſt, no 


copper could be obtained at any price. 


That the ſupply of copper was very 
ſhort at Hamburg in April, at which 
time Engliſh cake and Swediſh copper 
were from 1331. to 134]. per ton on 
ſhore, 


- | (33) 


Pagcor Ga ENT III, Egq. Ie e eee 
C „Ee. 


If there were any Engliſh cake at 
Hamburg in April laſt, it muſt have 
been an old importation, and a very 
ſmall quantity ; for it is certain, that 
this article has not been exported 
thither, or elſewhere, for 12 months 
| paſt, or more. As to copper from Cadiz, . 
none can now be had, the ſtock there, 
in Auguſt laſt, being a very few tons 
only, which then ſold at from 170l. 
to 180]. per ton Engliſh. 

It is proper to obſerve here, that 


che inſinuations of the Birmingham 


people, reſpecting the riſe of copper 
of late years, which they ſay origi- 
nated and continued by contrivances . 
in England, are unfounded, the con- 
trary being the fact. The riſe in 


Sweden, according to this evidence, 


from the year 89 to 96, having been 


71 per cent. and that in England, in 


the ſame period, did not exceed 47 is 


(Appendix, 32.) 
No, 
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Tnonas WII TIAus, Esq. M. P. 


p. 65. 

After a clear and comprehenſive 
detail of the riſe and progreſs of the. 
copper trade of Great Britain, from 


the firſt diſcovery of copper ore in 


this country in 1691 to the preſent 
period, Mr. W. proceeded to ſtate, 


That ſoon after that diſcovery a 
eopper company was eſtabliſhed in 
England by royal charter. 


In 1694 a copper coinage took 
place, and Government paid at the 
rate of 18d. per Ib. for the copper 


which was of Swediſb produce. 


In 1717 a farther coinage took 


Place of 700 tons of Engliſh copper, 


for which Government paid at the 


rate of 153d, per Ib. or 147], per 
ton.“ p 


Since that period many copper and 


braſs works have been erected in this 
country ; and by that ſpirit, energy, 
and enterpriſe, for which our people 
are ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed, the moſt 


valuable branches of the copper and 


braſs trade have been eſtabliſhed in 
England, which before had been 


carried on for ages in Germany and 


Helland. 


—_ 


Ob fervations, Oc. 


The relative value of money at that 


period, compared with the preſent, 


according to the beſt calculations, 
ſhews, that 250l. at this time, will go 
no farther than 100]. did then, ſo that 
copper may be ſaid to have been ſold 
at that time at the rate of 5s. per lb. 
of the preſent money. 
this, the following calculations of the 


relative value of money from th 


year 1720 are given from the beſt au- 
thority. 


* 


£100 in 1720 is now worth £218 13 6 5-12the. 
207 4 11 5-12ths., 
-195 16 4 6-12ths. 
178 19 5 1-12th, 
m— 1760 164 6 6 4-12ths. 
— 77 — 7 1 

131 12 3 $-12ths, 
— 1790 — — 6 1 6-12ths. 


— 1730 


— — 1740 


— 1750 


— 170 


This, on the principle of the above 


calculation, is near three times the 
value of what Mr. Bolton paid for 


the copper for the penny and two- 
penny coinage. 


At that period the raw material 
was drawn from Sweden, at ſuch 
prices as the merchants there choſe to 
put on it. 


To prove 


terial 
ſuch 
ſe to 
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THOMAS WiLLIams, Eso. M. P. 


That from the year 1720 to 1772 
Engliſh cake copper was ſold from 


130l. down to 1ool, per ton, and 


wrought copper from 14d. to 18d. per 
Ib. ſo that no very material alteration 


of price took place for thoſe 52 years. 


In 1731 the Eaſt India Company 
began to export; copper in the cake. 
In 1751 they exported manufactured 
copper, for which they paid 1351. 6s. 
8d. per ton. 


From 1751 to 1772 they increaſed 
their exports ; the average price was 
about 1051, per cake, and 1241. for 
manufactured copper. | 


On the diſcovery of new copper mines 
in1773,and large ſupplies of fine copper 
coming to market, the price gradually 
fell till 1781, when the Eaſt India 
Company firſt paid fo low as 79]. per 
ton for cake, in conſequence of the 
great competition which took place at 
the India Houſe between the Corniſh 
and Angleſea Companies. In that 
year the Corniſh Companies ſacrificed 
25,0001. and upwards in the reduction 


of the price on the India contracts, for 


the profeſſed purpoſe of keeping the 
Angleſea Company out of the 
market, 


p. 67. 

From that time a warm conteſt en- 
ſued between the parties at all the 
markets in the kingdom. The Smel- 


fers of Corniſh copper at length feel- 
; F a 


Obſervations, &c. 


This artificial reduction of the 
price is mentioned by Mr. Simcox 
in his evidence, (p. 5.) as the average 
price of coppex at Birmingham for 
five years. 


„ 
89 . 
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THOMAS W3LLIAns, Esq, M. P. 


ing themſelves ſerious loſers, pro- 
poſed to the witneſs, as the acting 
proprietor of the Angleſea mines, to 


come to terms with them, for the 


purpoſe of bringing their metal to 
market at a fair ſtipulated price. 


Stipulations for that purpoſe were 
propoſed, and an agreement was entered 
into at the requeſt of a member of the 


Corniſh Metal Company, that their 


Rock ſhould be conſigned to the wit- 
neſs for ſale. This he accompliſhed, 

and was thereby enabled not only to 
reimburſe to the ſubſcribers all their 
capitals advanced with intereſt, but 


to pay off their debts, which were 


very conſiderable, All this he com- 


pleted by the end of the year 179 = 


to which time all the copper dealers 


and manufacturers in the kingdom, N 


availed themſelves of the reduced 
prices, making a ſaving of from 20l. 


to 251. per cent, beyond all former 


profits, to the loſs of the Corniſh and 
Angleſea mines. 


p. 68. 


In April 1783 a Committee of the 


Faſt India Company ſtated to the 
Court of Directors, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the "increaſed demand for 
copper, the Company had ſaved, by 
the reduction of the price, from 1774 
to 1782 | incluſive, the fum of 
300, 37 5l. and from 1782 to 1791 
340, oool. making in all a clear profit 


of 640, 375l. ariſing from the conteſt 


between N and Cornwall. 


Obſervations, &c. 


During this period, when the ſales 
of all the copper, both of Cornwall 


and Angleſea, and forming almoſt the 


whole copper trade of Great Britain, 
were in the hands of Mr. Williams 
alone, the price was not arbitrarily 
raiſed. He perceived that the real 
intereſts of the trade required the pre- 
ſervation of all the mines, and the 


price then, at it does now, bore a fair 
| proportion to the expenſe. 


ſales 
wall 
t the 


taing 
liams 
arily 

real 
pre- 
1 the 
a fair 
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p. 69. 

He ſtated, that for 10 years, from 
1781 to 1791, he was very conver- 
fant in the Birmingham trade, having 


kept a copper warehouſe there for that 


period, From his own experience, 
Joined to the information of other 


copper ſellers, his opinion is, that 


previous to the year 1792, Birming- 
ham never conſumed more than 1100 
tons in any one year, and often not 
1000. Calculating their conſump- 
tion at 1000 tons, he is certain the 
manufacturers gained at the rate of 
20]. to 251. per ton upon the whole 


quantity beyond their uſual and rea- 


ſonable profits. They themſelves com- 


puted that 1000 tons would be fully 
equal to the annual demands of Bir- 


mingham, and he propoſed, in the year 
1790, to contract with them for that 
quantity at 841. per ton for cake for 
five years certain, This offer was, 


however, refuſed. 


p. 70. 

That in the beginning of 1792, a 
great change took place in the cop- 
per trade. The competition of the 


miners for the purpoſe of underſelling 


each other, ceaſed, and another of a 


different tendency aroſe from the 
ſcheme of Meſſrs. Simcox and Co. 


They purchaſed ſmelting works, and 
opened old mines that had been aban- 
doned in Cornwall, and, by over- 
bidding the old copper companies at 


Et 3 ©) 


5 Obferuations, | te. 


At this time Mr. Williams furniſh- 
ed at leaſt three-fourths of the whole 
conſumption of Birmingham, and his 
evidence is here oppoſed to that of 


Mr. Simcox, who roundly ſtates the 


annual conſumption from 1500 to 


' 2000 tons. (Report, p. 8.) 
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the ticketings, bought larger quanti- 


ties than they did. Being thus the 


greateſt purchaſers, they of courſe 


raiſed the ſtandard of ores, and in time, 
with the Roſe Copper Company, they 


raiſed a general competition among 
the buyers, which, with the demand 
for the late coinage, certainly occa- 
fioned the great riſe of the ſtandard 
of ores, and, of courſe, the advance of 


the price of the metal, but which, in 


fact, is not now equal to the ſtandard 
of ores. Theticketing papers prove 


theſe facts beyond contradiction. (Ap- _ 


pendix, No. 35.) 


In 1792, when copper had riſen 
from 841. to 100], per ton, and when 


Mr. Simcox, as one of the delegates 
from Birmingham, propoſed the im- 
portation of foreign copper, duty free, 
and a prohibition againſt the expor- 
tation of Engliſh copper, the manu- 
factures of Birmingham flouriſhed 
more than uſual. This is clearly 


proved by the paper marked B, (Ap- 
pendix, No. 36.) and corroborated by 
letters under Mr. Bolton's hand, writ- 


ten at the time. 


He had alſo Mr. Bolton's authority 
to ſay, that in the repreſentations 


made to the Council in 1792, the im- 


| Portance of the trade of Birmingham 


was greatly exaggerated, as it is now, 
both in the number of hands employ- 
ed, and in its relative connection 


2 


Obſervations, &c. 


Thus, it is eſtablifhed, that the pre- 
ſent price of copper was not effected 
by combination, or by any monopolizing 
influence, but by the natural refult of 
a fair and open e among tlie 
buyers. 


It has already been obſerved, that 
at the time when Mr. Simcox made 
theſe propoſitions, under the groſs miſ- 
repreſentation that the foreign ma- 


nufacturers had their copper lotuer 


than it was ſold at in England, they 
actually paid near 20 per cent. more 
for it. Vide Account produced by 
Mr. Grenfell. (Appendix, No. 32.) 


At tbis time Mr. Bolton did not 
join Mr. Simcox in his application. 
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with copper. And in one of thoſe 
letters he promiſes to ſend a very ex- 
tenſive catalogue of Birmingham ar- 
ticles, in which no copper is uſed. 


Rep. p. 71. 


After ſtating the great importance 
of the copper mines and copper trade 
to the Britiſh navy, and to the mer- 
cantile intereſts of the kingdom, Mr. 
W. gave a clear and comprehenſive 
detai! of his diſcovery, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of two ingenious artiſts of 
Birmingham, of the mode of prepars 
ing copper bolts and copper faſtenings 
for the navy, which, after the fulleſt 
trials, were approved dof, and adopted 


by the Navy Board, and have ever 


ſirce been univerſally uſed, to the in- 
calculable advantage of the Britiſh 
marine, | 


7 p. 72. 

They are now alſo generally uſed 
in the mercantile ſhips of this coun- 
try, with improvements beyond thoſe 


in the navy. 


All theſe moſt valuable branches 
of the trade, muſt neceſſarily depend 
upon the mines of our own country, 
and the ſpirit and enterpriſe of thoſe 
who carry them on, without any of 
thoſe encouragements from the Go- 
vernment, which the mines of otker 
countries enjoy. Then he gives a 
particular ſtatement of all the foreign 
mines in which copper is raiſed, all 
of which were encouraged and ſup- 


— 


Obſervations, Cc. 


Mr. Villiers alſo proves, (Rep. 
P- 33.) that more than one haff of the | 
trade of Birmingham conſiſts of ar- 
ticles in which u copper is uſed—and 


now they come forward to ſtate, that 0 
the whole trade of the place is endan- 


gered, from the high price of copper 
alone ! 5 be 15 


% 4 
= * \ 


Mr. Grenfell, in his evidence, 
(p. 63.) ſtates, that the Swediſh mineg 
are worked partly by the Govern- 
ment of that countx. 


Tuomas WII IIA, Esdq. M. P. 


ported by their reſpective Govern- 
ments. They had all great privi- 
leges and immunities, and none of 
them, he delieved, paid any duty on 
the materials, and in working them. 
He ſtated, that in the year 1783, it 
was given in evidence before the 
Houſe of Commons, that the duties 
paid to our Government, for the ma- 
terials uſed in the Cornwall copper 
mines only, amounted to 70,0001, per 
ann. and upwards, while their profits 
did not perhaps amount to a fourth 
part of the ſum. p. 74. 


That in conſequence of our Go- 
vernment having, in the year 1780, 
prohibited the exportation of. beet cop- 
por, the French erected copper manu; 
factories of their own, by which Eng- 
land was wholly depri ved of a valu- 
able branch of trade, eſtabliſhed at the 
expenſe of great capitals, and by the 
unremitted exertions of ingenious in- 


duftry. 

The Spaniſh Government follow- 
the example of the French ; and thus 
we loft the trade to Spain and Italy. 
At the commencement of the preſent 
war, 2 femilar prohibition took place 
in our exports to Hamburg and Hol- 
land, which were alſo loſt to us, to- 
gether with Portugal and America. 

p. 75. 


N 


X Obſervations 7 Se. 


If, according to Mr. Vivian's evi- 


dence, which there is no reaſon to 
queſtion, thoſe duties have ſince in- 
creaſed near 50 per cent. their pre- 
ſent amount muſt be 120, oool. per 


annum at the leaſt; and the profits 


of all the mines put together, aceord 
ing to the ſame evidence, were only 
42,168. (p. 20.) during the whole of 
the laſt ſeven years, while Govern- 
ment proſited annually to the immenſe 
amount here ſtated. | 


iS LY ot as 


It was now propoſed to deprive us 
of the exports to India, which we 
have uninterruptedly enjoyed for a 
ſeries of ſeventy years. The miſchie- 


vous effects of this, it was impoſlible 


to calculate. . War declares 
his opinion to be, that, if this bill 
ſhould paſs into a law, England will 
not long have to boaſt of her mines 
and metallic manufactures; and he 
would take upon himſelf to ſay, that 
the mines of Angleſea, as well as thoſe 


of Cornwall, muſt be involved in the 


general ruin. 
P-75- 

That, previous to the year 1772, 
when the Derbyſhire and Welſh 
mines were diſcovered, the price of 
copper never was known under 1001. 
per ton, but was frequently from 1051. 
to 1201, 


That he knew nothing of the French 


copper trade for the laſt ſeven years, 


but he had been informed, about 14 
or 15 years ago, by a Monſ. Le Camus, 
the manager of the great copper ma- 
nufactory at Romilly, that the French 
derived their ſupplies of copper from 
Smyrna and Conſtantinople principally, 
but that they had then conſiderable 
quantities alſo from South America 
and Sweden. He therefore co: luded, 
that they continue to be ſupf d from 
thoſe . 


Stated the application c 4 for 


| e 
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Obſervations, &c. 


The great utility of this practice is 


the merchantmen, and i- hat it dif- fully n. in the ä 
— 
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fered from that of the navy. In the uſe 
of copper nails throughout their hulls, 


eſpecially under the water's edge, and 


in the uſe of copper deck nails, which 
are now almoſt univerſally adopted. 


Stated the mode in which the Eaſt 


India Company contract for their an- 


nual ſupplies of copper, viz. tenders 
were ſent in by the companies, or 
perſons offering, on a certain day ; 
but, of late years, thoſe tenders have 
availed little. It is, in fact, a treaty 
between the Eaſt India Company and 
the copper companies, who always 
unite on that occaſion. The copper 
companies previouſly agree among 
themſelves, that they ſhall furniſh the 
contract, when made, in proportion 
to their reſpectiue flocks; and, in or- 
der to aſcertain the fair price at which 
they ſhould ſell, they conſult the ave- 
rage ſtandard of the prices of the pre- 
ceding year. This he ſtated to ſhew, 
that the prices were fixed on fair 
grounds. | 


| P. 77. 

That the conſequence of ſtopping 
the export to India, even for a limited 
time, would, in his opinion, be pro- 
ductive of the greateſt evil to this 


country. Hitherto the Indians had 


obtained the article from England in 
all the different aſſortments they re- 


quired. If theſe were to be prohi- 
bited, they will be under the neceſſity 
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part of Mr. Williams's evidence, but 
it may not be improper here to no- 
tice (in addition to what he ſaid) the 
great advantage derived to the public 
from the practice of faſtening and 
ſheathing vet with copper in com- 
merce alone, by the reduction of the 
premium of inſurance on veſſels and 
their cargoes, which is univerſally a 
ſaving of 20 per cent. and in many 
inſtances 25 per cent. under thoſe of 
un-coppered veſſels and their cargoes, 


8 cer 

The importance of this branch of wat 

their trade is very ably and forcibly ner 
4, ſtated 
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aut of erecting manufactories in India, by ſtated in the Report from the Com- 
10= which they will be able to convert mittee of Shipping. (Appen. No. 12.) 
he the Perſian copper to all their purpoſes, 1 4 

lic and conſequently the trade will be 

nd loſt to this country, as well as to the - 

n- Eaſt India Company. 


and He remembered the time when the 
y a mines of this country would have f : 
any proſpered, at the ſtandard of 1001. for 5 
of their ores, with the uſual duty upon 
3 imported copper; but that was no 
longer the caſe. It was evident, that 
while the expenſes of working the 
mines continued to increaſe, the ſtand- 
ard of ores muſt riſe in proportion, to 
keep the mines going. | 


ho WESC IRE, LOP Uo m_ This opinion is corroborated by the 
tation of the ſtandard would tend to 
extinguiſh that ſpirit of adventure, by 
which the mines of this country have 
hitherto flouriſhed, and that any check 
whatever would be hazardous in the 


extreme. 


concurring teſtimony of Mr. Vivian. 


He obſerved, that at no period were 
our fleets ſo prompt for ſervice on the 
ſhorteſt notice, as they have been dur- 
ing the preſent war, owing principal- 
ly to the improvements in our ſhips, 
by copper faſtenings and copper ſheathing 
together with the vigilance of the offi- 
cers in the naval department. Under the 

old ſyſtem of iron faſtenings, in former 
h of wars, one third of our fleet was ge- 
ibly nerally in port, or in dock, under re- 
ated | | 


* 
8 


pairs. All theſe inconveniences were 
now happily removed, by the adop- 
tion of copper bolts, which never ruſt 
or corrode in any degree, but, on the 
contrary, they preſerve the timber. 


Theſe, with many other ſavings, 
render the greateſt advantages to our 
navy, while they are equally benefi- 
cial in the merchant's ſervice. 


In proof of this, he ſtated that a 
veſſel from Liverpool, of 350 
tons, copper-bolted, and ſheathed in 
April, 1785, had lately failed from 
thence on her ſixteenth voyage ; and 
in that time, all her repairing ex- 
penſes did not exceed 551. while 
an iron-faſtened and wooden-ſheathed 
ſhip of the ſame tonnage, never was 
known to make more than 11 or 12 
voyages in the ſame time; and each 


at an extra expenſe of 20001. and 


upwards, beyond that of the coppered 
ſhip. A till more important ſaving 
is made in copper-ſheathed ſhips 
carrying ſlaves from Africa to the 
Weſt Indies, in the number of lives 
ſaved by the comparative ſhortneſs of 

the paſſage. p. 79. 


According to the preſent ſtate of 
the mines of Europe in general, he 
was of opinion, that England is the 
only country which has the proper 
reſources for the continuance of the 
metal, provided the enterpriſing ſpirit 
of our miners is encouraged, 


4 
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Obſervations, &c. 


The truth of this is now proved 
by experience, and is univerſally ac- 
knowledged by every man converſant. 
with the ſubject. 


This very important fact, not 


only in the diſpatch with which the 
voyages were performed, but in the 
great ſaving of expenſe, demonſtrate, 
in a very ſtriking point of view, the 
utility and advantages of uſing copper 
only in the ſheathings and faſtenings 
for ſhips. 


This is an object to which no com- 
petition from Birmingham ought to 


be compared, even if the complaints 


of the manufacturers were well 


founded. 
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P. 79. 

That the quantity of coals con- 
ſumed in the ſmelting of copper in 
the braſs works and copper manu- 
factories was immenſe: he himſelf 
formerly conſumed at the rate of 750 
chaldrons a day, the whole year 
round, but did not now conſume ſo 
many. He ſuppoſed that five times 
that quantity of coals was then con- 
ſumed in all the different copper and 
braſs manufactories of this country, 
which in the raiſing only muſt have 


given bread to many thouſand colliers 


and their families, 


The number of people who get 
their bread by. means of the copper 
mines, and copper and braſs manu- 
factories, in his opinion, exceeded 
120,000 ſouls. 


p. 80. 

That the preſent high price of 
copper at market, is not equal to the 
price lately given for ores. That he 
had never heard, except from ſome 
people of Birmingham, that the price 
of copper was ſo high as to injure 
their trade; and all admitted, that 
though the copper-ſellers might afford 
the article cheaper, it had not yet 
reached the old price, at which the 


Birmingham manufacturers made great 


fortunes, 


Obſervations, &c, 


This great conſumption of an 
article which gives trade to ſo many 
thouſands, ought certainly to be 
deemed an object of great national 
conſideration. It muſt ceaſe, of 
courſe, if the mines are ſtopped, or 
in proportion as they are diſcouraged. 


The whole of the hands employed 
in the Birmingham manufactories, 
according to Mr. Simcox, are only 
from 5 to 6000, and even that num- 


ber is ſuppoſed to be much exagge- 


ratet. 


In this opinion Mr. Vivian co 
curred. | 
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p. 80. 


"That he kad conducted full half of 


the copper trade, for ſome years paſt, 
and had a general knowledge how it 
was conducted by all the other com- 
panies, except the two Birmingham 
companies, of which he knew little, 
beyond their purchaſes of ores in 
Cornwall. The amount of the ca- 
pitals employed, he eſtimated at con- 
fiderably more than tuo millions of 
money. 


He eſtimated the value of the coals 
employed in the copper and braſs 
manufactories, at an average of five 
ſhillings per chaldron, to amount to 
342,1871. one half of which might 
be put down as wages paid for the 
fupport of the colliers and their fa- 
milies. 


That the profits on the capital em- 
ployed, except in a very few in- 
ſtances, muſt depend on the price of 
the raw material, the expenſe of its 
conveyance, the price of coal and of 
labour, ſituation, land or water 
carriage, mill powers, ſkilfulneſs of 
workmen, the diſtance to market, 
whether the goods are ſold for ready 
money or credit, with the degree of 
credit, and various other circum- 
ſtances. It was therefore impoſſible 
to ſay, what was or ought to be the 
proper difference between the price 
of ore and that of fine copper at 
market, in any particular ſtate, 


Obſervations, Tc. 


Theſe are the true foundations on 
which the price muſt neceſſarily de- 
pend, and not on the vague conjec- 
tures of the Birmingham manufac- 
turers. | 
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y de- 
njec- 
ufac- 


Tromas WILLIAMS, Es d. M. P. 


p. 82. 
That he had been engaged in the 
ſmelting buſineſs about 20 years, and 
he has known that the medium differ- 
ence between the /fandard and the 
price of the cake copper, has fre- 
quently been from 11. to 201. per 
ton; and ſometimes the price of fine 
copper has been under the ſtandard of 
ores. 


That the Angleſea mines, about 
14 or 15 years ago, produced near 
3000 tons of copper annually.—In 
the preſent year, he was of opinion 
they would hardly produce more than 
half that quantity. About four years 
ago, the produce was from 1900 to 
2000 tons. At the laſt calculation 
of its produce about 12 months ago, 
it was about 1700 tons. p. 83. 


That it was the intereſt of the 
miner, to promote a fair competi- 
tion in the purchaſe of his ores, as 
it was of the buyers to get the beſt 
price they could for the metal from 
the conſumers, whoever they may 
be. The Birmingham Company who 


purchaſe ores were their own con- 
ſumers, | 


That he conceived the French 
might obtain copper from Smyrna in 
neutral bottoms for the uſe of their 
fleet at Breſt. He had been informed 
by MA. le Camus, that the French 


government, during the American 
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The price therefore at which they 
ſell their ores cannot fairly be eſti- 
mated ia the general average. 
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war, laughed at the Engliſh govern- 
ment for their attempt to prevent the 
French navy from being copper 
ſheathed. In ſuch an important na- 
tional concern they did not regard a 
trifling extra expenſe, but procured 
the copper from Sweden, coſt what 
it might. From the information of 
ſome of the captains of the French 
prizes lately brought to our ports, 
he underſtoed, that copper. ſheets in 
France, now coft from 40 to 45 


ſous. per lib. 


That he never ſold any copper 
lower than 681. in the cake in the 
year 1782 or 1783, and there was at 
that time a profit on the Angleſea 


copper. 


Being aſked what in his opinion 
would, be the effect on the mines 


and trade of this country of making 


the trade on copper perfectly free? 


He anſwered, That after full twenty 
years cloſe attention and indefatigable 
labour in the general trade, from the 
working of the mines to the ultimate 
ſale of the copper at the home and 
foreign markets, inall its various ſtates. 
—After ſtudying alſo the produce and 
effect of all the foreign mines, markets, 
and manufactures during all the time, 
and making imports of copper every 
year previous to the preſent, from 
all the foreign markets where he 


could, without ſerious loſs, with a 
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There is good reaſon to believe that 
theſe mines cannot profit much now 
at double that price, and their pro- 
duce 1s not more than one third of 


What it was then. 


ty $3 


a 
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view of gaining authentie knowledge 
of the ſtate of the trade; He was of 
opinion, That a perfectly free and 
open trade out of, and into this coun- 
try, would be more beneficial both 
to the country and to the mines, the 
trade and manufactures of every de- 
ſcription, , than ſubjecting them to | ——— 
any reſtraints under the idea of 
regulations, however well intended, | 
and with this idea ſtrongly impreſſed 1 1 
on his mind, he ſhould rejoice e 
that the whole trade were perfectly 

e that free and open, not from a wiſh of ad- 

ow vantage to himſelf, as he had deter- 

- pro- mined, at the cloſe of the year, to take 

dS of his leave of the trade, 


Mr, WILLIAM Davey, | 1 Obſervations, Cc. 


An Agent for ſeveral Mines. 


Stated, That he had lately re- 
ceived an account of the quantity of 
ore ſampled ſince he had been in 
town, and believed it would not ſell 
for as much money as it coſt in raiſ- 
ing it. The produce of Poldice and 
Wheal Unity he, thought would be 
much the ſame as uſual, but attended 
with much more expenſe, two new 
engines being wanted, which would 


The whole of the teſtimony of this 
witneſs ſtrongly enforces the neceſ- 
fity of encouraging the mines. 


5 TT 
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coſt 18,0001. beſides creating an ad- 

ditional monthly expenſe. The 


United Mines were in the ſame pre- 
dicament. 


A merchant, ſtated the Hamburg 
prices current of copper of the 3oth 
and 31ſt of March, to have been 
139 l. 10s. to 143]. per ton for ſheet 
© copper, which was in the proportion 
from 1281, to 1311. for cake. 
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PRICES of MATERIALS purchaſed by the Mines. 85 

6 | 5855 Pe 

I the Year - | the Year Ps N 

1791. 1798. per Centum. W 

| MY 7 | 5 "_ Cl 

- „ 4. „. | | 
Deals ... . . | 7 10 — per Cut. 10 10 — per Cwt. L. 40. Pa 
Timber . . | — — 10 per Foot. | — 1 4 per Foot. 60. be 
Powder . . . - | 4 10 — per Cwt, | 10 — — per Cut. - 13% ] 

Ropes . . | 1 12 — per De. 2 12 — per D. 40. 2 

Coalis. . | 2 10 — per Wey. | 4 10 — per Wey. 40. 2 
Candles. | — 7 — per Dozen. — 8 3 per Dozen. 17. 
Leather . . . . | — 1 per Lib. — 2 — per Lib. 40. 
Boiler Plates . | 1 10 — per Cwt. | 1 18 — per Cwt, 27. 

Iron . |] — 18 — per D. {| 1 4 — per D'. 33. un 

| Es 


Labour . . from. C. 1. 10. per B. J To From. . C. 2. 5. 4 4. 50. ba 


: « er. 70 o. 
1 p L. 3. 3. £-50- ee 


The . Expenſe of Seki the Water, owing to the increaſed Depth of the La 
Mines, is very great; different in different Mines : Not leſs than from 3o to 40 per T 
Cent. ſuppoſing the Price of Materials to be the ſame. | : 
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REPORT from the Committee of Shipping of the EAsr : 

 Inp14a Comyany reſpecting their Co PER TRADE -, 

with the Secretary's Letter to the Chairman. 8 
HE | | | £2 7; th 

At a COMMITTEE of SHIPPING, the 5th April 1799. vas 


| Trex Committee being met, in purſuance of the Reference of Court, 
draw up a Repreſentation of the Grounds on which the Intereſt of th 
Company, and the Duty of the Court, may require, that they ſhould oppolt 
the Bill now depending in the Houſe of Commons, to prohibit the Eaft Indi 
4 | Compal 


+ of the 
40 per 


1 


— from exporting cl from this Country, beg Leave to ſtate their 


Obſervations to this End as follows: 


Firſt. That the Object which appears to be the main End of this Bill, 
namely, to leſſen for a Time the Exportation of Copper from this Country, 
will not, by any Means or in any Degree, be attained by paſfing the pro- 
poſed Reſtriction on the Eaſt India Company, becauſe the Ships of Foreign 
Nations, by clearing out from our Ports for any of the Countries in Amity 


with us in Europe, or for Maderia, may carry to India by a Route ſomewhat 
circuitous, the ſame Aſſortments and Quantities of Copper which the Com- 


pany now export, and it may be certainly concluded that they will do fo, 
becauſe Copper has long been a ſtaple Article i in the Commerce from Eng- 
land to India, and a Void being created by the Ceſſation of the Company's 


Exports, it will be immediately filled from other Channels. 


Second. A very large Part of the Copper exported by the Company, 
undergoes a Manufacture which is only performed in this Country. If the 
Export to India falls into the Hands of Foreigners they will, in all Pro- 
bability, from ceconomical Views, ſeek to eſtabliſh this Branch of Manu- 
facture in their own Countries, and if they ſucceed in transferring it where 
Labour is cheaper, it may be difficult or re for us to recover it. 

Third. That the Liberty which will be left to Foreign Flags to , export 
Copper, will more effectually operate to keep up the Price of Ores, and con- 
ſequently of Copper itſelf, than a Prohibition operating only towards the 
Cloſe of the Year (when the Company make their Contracts) if ſuch Pro- 
hibition could be effectual, would ſerve to reduce the Price; and it may be 
further obſerved, that though the Company have exported laſt Year 500 
Tons leſs than they did the Year before, the FINN inſtead of decreaſing, 
has increaſed very conſiderably. 


Fourth. That the Connection between the Eaſt India Company and their 
Territories in India, is ſo ſtrict, as to impoſe on them the Duty af attending, 
on all Occaſions, to the Welfare of thoſe Territories, and the valt Population 
they contain; and the material Article of Copper having not only been re- 
gulacly ſupplied for their Conſumption: by the Company for a long Series of 


Years, but ſyſtematically vended there at ſtated Periods of the Year by 


public Auction, on which therefore all Dealers place a ſteady Dependence, 

the Diverſion of the Buſineſs out of this eſtabliſhed Channel will be a very 

great Inconvenience to the Merchants and Manufacturers of India, and if te 
od \ | ; | 3x 1 | | new 
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new Channel ſhould occaſion any alteration in the manufactured Artiales 
of Sheathing and Sheet Copper of Japan, and Shot Copper, the Inconve- 
nience to the Indian Conſumption will be aggravated, or if thoſe Articles, 


by going circuitouſly, are only enhanced in Price, our own Aſiatic Subjects 
will be injured, and our Rivals in Trade benefited. 


Fifth, That although it be true, the Wants of India way be in Part ſup- 
plied from the Mine lately re-opened in Aſia Minor, yet that the Encou- 
ragement of Importation of Copper from thence would be extremely i impo- 


litic, becauſe the Copper ſo introduced muſt both tend to ſupplant the 


Copper of England, and to aboliſn the Importation of Specie, with which 
the Commodities of India, ſent up > Gulph, have hitherto been 
generally paid. 


Sixth. That when the general Intereſt of this Country has evidently re- 
quired a Sacrifice of the Company's Privileges, the Company have been at 


all Times ready to manifeſt their Zeal for the public Good; and upon the 


Renewal of their Charter in 1793, did agree to various Modifications of, their 
Trade, which may now be conſidered as the National Channel of Intercgurſg 
with India rather than a ſtrict Monopoly; but when the Company are made 
the only Objects of a public Reſtriction, and a Reſtriction which evidently 
will not effect its Object, they cannot but think ſuch Reſtriction unwiſe and 
ee. | | 
(A true Copy.) Le 36.1 
3 J. Hadderkt, | 
Aſſiſtant Secretary. 


My Lokp, 
The Court of Directors of the Eaſt 10 Company, being of Opinion that 
the Company's Intereſts will be materially affected by the Bill which has 
lately been propoſed in Parliament, to prohiblt the Company from exporting 


f Copper for a Time to be limited, and being likewiſe of Opinion that the 
Object of the Bill, which appears to be intended to leſſen the Exportation of 
Copper from this Country, will not be attained by enacting the propoſed 
Reſtriction, the Court have referred the Subject to a Committee, with Di- 
1 rections to prepare ſuch Repreſentation as may appear to be neceſſary to 
= era og the Part of the Eaft India IG againſt the ſaid Bill paſſing 
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tales into a Law ; and the Committee having prepared a Report accordingly ; 
nve- I ani commanded to tranſmit your Lordſhip Copy of the ſame, and to ex- 
cles; preſs the Court's Hopes that the Subject will now appear to you in ſuch a 
jects different Light, that you will judge it inexpedient the Bill ſhould proceed 
f through any further Stage 3 in the Houſe of Commons. 

I have the Honour to be, 
ſup- TT. "= My Lord, 
cou- Eaſt India Houſe, With the greateſt Reſpect, 
mpo- the 6th April 2799. Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble Servant, > 
. | * = 5 
FEY Ta the Right Hon. Lord * . . 
3 Oc. Sc. Se. 
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SWEDEN.—Copper is ſold in Sweden by the Scare Poxy, 7 2 of which make 
One Ton Engliſh; and the Money of Account is the Rix Dollar. 


PRICE AT STOCKHOLM, IN 


as 
Ee”, Z 55 8 
1789. 179m. 1792. 1796. 
34 Rix Dollars. 43 Rix Dollars. | 48 Rix Dollars. | 58 Rix Dollars. 
— — aſa The Price of 58 
Equal, with Char-“ Which is a Riſe] A Riſe of mere A Riſe of nearly | Rix Dollars in the 


ges on Board, to 

L+ 64. 10. per Ton; 

and equal in Lon- 

don, in fine Cgpper, 

to Le Ix; EE 11. per 
; ONs 


of more than 26 
per Cent. upon the 
Prices in 1789. 


| 


than 11 per Cent. 
on the Price in 1791, 
and of 41 per Cent. 
in the Price in 1789. 


21 per Cent. on the 
Price in 1792, and 
of nearly 71 per 
Cent. on the Price 
in 1789. 


| 


Year 1796, made 
the Coſt of a Ton 
of Copper on Board 
at Stockholm, equal 
to C. 110 per Ton 
Sterling. 


« 


J have no Account from my Correſpondent in Sweden fince June 3796; but I un- 


derſtand from the beſt Authority I have been able to obtain here, that the Price has 


advanced conſiderably beyond 58 Rix Dollars ſince that Period. 


CADIZ.—Copper is ſold by the Qu 


LK 


Dollar. 


—— 


PRICE AT CADIZ, IN 


UINTAL ; and the Money of Account is the 


< | 


Fa: 5 12 5 85 3X 
1789. 1791. 1796. 
D U . —1 ö 5 
17 Dollars 22 Dollars 6 
Equal on Board] A Riſe of more Copper at Cadiz ; 
but Letters from 


there to C. 67 Ster- 
ling per Ton, and in 
London, in fine Cop- 
per, to C. 84. 2. 7. 
per Ton. 


than 29 per Cent. 


thence tated, that 
a Quantity was ex- 
pected, and that it 
was ſuppoſed it would 
ſell for at leajt 22 


: . 0:lars. 


{ Continued.) 


Inf 


Price 


1799- 


TM 


e of 58. 


s in the 


»n Board 
m, equal 
per ton 


4 


t Jun. 


rice has 


is the 


tinned.) 
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SMYRNA.—Copper is fold in, Smyrna by the Oxe, 45 of which are equal to 124 
Libs. Engliſh; and the Money of Account is the Para. 


PRICE AT SMYRNA, IN 


| 2 i. 
EZ 2. N 2 ke 
1789. | 1792. 1796. 1799 · 
30 Paras. * from 37 to 40 Paras. 514 Paras. | from 68 to 76 Paras. 
— — F — — —— 
Equal, with Char- Take as a Me- Which is a Riſe | Take it at 70 


ges on Board there, 
to C. 63. per Ton, 
and in London, in 
fine Copper, to 
L. 78. 13. per Ton. 


8 


dium 383, which is 


Cent. on the Price 
in 1789. 
C. 77. per Ton at 
Smyrna. 


a Riſe of 284 per 


of nearly 34 per 
Cent. on the Price 
in 1792, and of 
nearly 72 per Cent. 
on the Price of 
1789. 

L. 100 per Ton 


1 Smyrna. | 


Paras, which is a 
Riſe of nearly 36 
per Cent. on the 
Price of 1796, and 
133 per Cent, on 
the Price in 1789, 
equal to C. 131 per 
Ton on Board at 


Smyrna. 


N.B. The Prices in London cannot be accurately given becauſe the eight and 
Inſurance fluctuated very much during theſe Periods. 


ENGLAND, IN 
ER 
" 9 Fs 3 
1789. 1791. | 1792. 1796. 1799, 
Price £.80.per Ton. | £. 99. per Ton. L 100. per Ton. | FL. 118. per Ton. | C. 128. per Ton. 
In London. A Riſe of 12E| A Riſe of about| A Riſe of 18 per A Riſe $4 per 
— per Cent. on the it per Cent. on the Cent. upon the Price | Cent. on the Price 


Price in 1789. 


Price of 1791, and 
a Riſe of 25 per 
Cent. upon that of 


1789. | 


in 1792, and of 47 
upon the Price in 


1789. 


in 1796, and of 60 
per Cent. on that of 


1789. 


London, 16th April, 1798, 
Paſcoe Grenfell. 
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